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Shining a Klieg Light on Missouri Film Fests

by Barbara MacRobie

“That’s part of your problem, you haven't seen enough movies,” says Steve Martin in Grand Canyon.
“All of life’s riddles are answered in the movies.”

And nowhere will you have a better time at the movies than at a film festival, say the people who create
these events for Missouri.

“You'll enjoy the personal playlist of people who are devoted to curating an amazing group of films for you,”
says Paula Elias, executive director of the Citizen Jane Film Festival. “You can talk with filmmakers over a
beer,” says Cliff Froehlich, executive
director of Cinema St. Louis.

At the True/False Film Fest in
Columbia, hordes of visual artists
transform the downtown both inside
and outside into a landscape of

the imagination. “When you enter
the theaters, you're greeted by

live musicians. When you come out,
you're surrounded by hundreds of
people in a buoyant mood,” says
True/False co-founder Paul Sturtz.
“The True/False Film Fest is involving
and thoughtful, but also raucous
and fun.”

“Buskers’ Last Stand” in the Missouri Theatre lobby, True/False Film Fest 2014
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Missouri is star-studded with film festivals. Every month except December you'll find at least one fest,
usually more, somewhere in the state. The events range from all-encompassing regional shows to small
fests that explore niches like satire, social justice, and African heritage. In this article we talk with some
festival directors about the special pleasures that film festivals offer, and we shoot a close-up of all
Missouri’s fests in a calendar for the rest of 2014 and all of 2015. We also take a glancing look at a few
other significant annual film events.

Films you won’t see anywhere else

One of the most important things festivals do for audiences, said Cliff Froehlich of Cinema St. Louis, is
showcase films that people wouldn’t otherwise have a chance to see. “’"Many high-quality films exist outside
the usual Hollywood framework,” he said. “Shorts, documentaries, revivals, independent films. These films
aren’t necessarily obscure. Many are made by prominent directors. But because the films don’t have a
strong commercial appeal, they usually go
homeless. Once in a while they’ll show up at an
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Festival makers fling their nets wide and deep to
find superb films that people would never have
even known to look for.

“We often play films that no one, not even people
in the industry, has heard of,” said Paul Sturtz of
True/False. “But our audiences have grown to
trust us. People will buy a festival pass months
before we publish any of the film titles. From the
beginning, we saw curating as the key.”

Both True/False and the St. Louis International
Film Festival are major events. True/False is

one of the top festivals in the world dedicated to
documentaries. It is Missouri’s best-attended film
festival, with ticket sales topping 43,000 during the
four-day run, a tenfold increase since the first fest
in 2004. The St. Louis International Film Festival
is the state’s most widespread, presenting
hundreds of films in about 10 venues all around
the St. Louis region over an 11-day span. Cinema St. Louis showcases even more films throughout the
year by producing the Classic French Film Festival, QFest, St. Louis Filmmakers Showcase, SLIFF/Kids
Children’s Film Festival, and several special events.

www.cinemastlouis.org

Even small festivals, however, unearth unusual treasures. The Riverside Short Film & Video Festival in the
61-person town of McKittrick near Hermann started in 2013 and runs for just a day. But by its second year
the volunteer committee was receiving more than 300 submissions from 23 countries. The winner of the
first festival's top award, Audience Choice, was a young filmmaker from Barcelona, Josecho de Linares,
with a poignant film inspired by his love for his grandmother.

“We really like the idea of showcasing new, young filmmakers, and most of them start with short films,”
said festival director Patti Ryan. “We have never charged filmmakers for entry. | think that is what made



a big difference last year. We got a very diverse
group of films and | am happy to say more
Missouri-made films too. In fact, the winner of our
Sci-Fi prize was a student, Lincoln Purvis, from
right up the road in Montgomery City.” The all-
volunteer team curates the submissions by
getting together for potlucks at Paula’s house,
where they watch every entry twice to score it.

Another one-day fest, the Third Goal International
Film Festival in Columbia, looks for films that
“enable people to learn a little bit more about our
global neighbors,” said festival coordinator Mike
Burden. Promoting understanding of other cultures
is goal #3 in the mission of the Peace Corps, and
the festival is a project of the Central Missouri
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers.

“Our committee finds films by internet researching,
networking, word of mouth. We ask directors we've
already worked with if they know anybody else we

can talk with,” said Mike.

As well as seeking out existing films to screen them
for new audiences, many fests support filmmakers
by calling for submissions of original work. Com-
petitions may provide cash prizes as well as juried
and audience-choice awards.

More than movies

Josecho de Linares, winner of Audience Choice at the inaugural “Film is so immediate and visual that it's a great
Riverside Short Film & Video Festival in 2013, sent this photo of

himself from his home in Spain. Inspired by the festival’s logo, vehicle to bring the world back home,” Mike said.
the award is hand-blown by Astral Glass in New Haven. The Third Goal fest deepens the experience by

pairing each film with a panel of Peace Corps
volunteers and people from the film’s country. “Our volunteers also set up games and displays, and
serve home-made food from the countries where they've worked,” Mike said. “It is all free, from the films
to the finger food.”

Enveloping films with such activities is another way that festivals enhance audiences’ appreciation and
enjoyment. Every film fest in Missouri features some combination of guest speakers, roundtables, panels,
workshops, Q&A sessions, post-film discussions, workshops, receptions, and parties. “When people come
to the Kansas City FilmFest,” said Veronica Elliott Loncar, executive director, “they get a movie event.”

“The biggest attraction of a festival is the ability to actually meet the flmmakers,” said Cliff. “We have over
100 filmmaking guests. Other than our absolutely highest flyers like Oliver Stone, they will be accessible if
you want to talk with them. You'll get insights into the films you'd never receive if you were sitting at home
watching on Netflix.”

“Every year our visiting filmmakers remark how much they enjoy the questions they receive from and talking
with our audiences,” said Veronica. “The engagement between our audiences and filmmakers is a valued
tradition cultivated over many years.”



Broad appeal even in niches

Festivals such as the Kansas City FilmFest and St. Louis International Film Festival “offer something for
everyone,” said CIiff. “Comedy, sci-fi, horror, westerns, musicals—across the board at our festival you'll find
an incredible variety of different kinds of films.

“There’s a stereotype that film festivals are only for people who are
serious about ‘cinema.’ Long, difficult, boring films! So somebody just
wandering in would think, “Oh God I'm never coming back here
again!’ Sure, we have some of those films,” he laughed. “But we
have a huge array of other kinds of movies.

“The high quality is always there—we show only good movies.

But the intent of our programming is to appeal to as many different
audiences as possible. Read the film descriptions and you’ll be sure
to find something that's fun and/or intellectually stimulating.”

Many festivals with a tighter focus also have a broad appeal. “We've
worked hard to make sure people understand that Citizen Jane is a
very accessible festival for everyone,” said Paula Elias. Citizen Jane
(playing off Orson Welles’ Citizen Kane) is uniquely committed to
showcasing only films by women. The mission is inspired by statistics
like that in 2013 women made up only 16 percent of all directors,
producers, writers, cinematographers, and editors working on the top
250 films in the U.S.—down from 18 percent in 2012. Within that
mission, the films can be about anything.

“When we started in 2008, the most common question
we got was, ‘Can men come?’ Yes please! About 30
percent of our audience and our volunteers are men,”
Paula said.

“We're sometimes described as a feminist festival, but
that is so inaccurate. | personally am a feminist and
proud. But that's not what we're about. We simply
present the best features, documentaries, and shorts by
women. If people come here and don't know our mission
and just have a good time, I'm okay with that!”
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LaShell Eikerenkoetter and Alex Nelson working on the Fault
Line Film Festival during their time at SEMO (they have since
graduated).

The St. Louis Jewish Film Festival might present a
sweet-natured family film on one night and a Holocaust
drama on another. OUT HERE NOW: Kansas City LGBT
Film Festival presents both provocative documentaries
and romantic comedies. The Fault Line Film Festival at
Southeast Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau
accepts any kind of short live-action and animated films
from college students anywhere in the state.

Festivals that zoom in to a tighter focus still are curated
to ensure plenty of variety. The Sham Film Festival
making its debut in St. Louis this October 24 in St. Louis
will be an evening of short films that celebrate any sort of
mockery, spoofs, and satire. The Panic Fest: Horror &



Thriller Film Festival in Kansas City is often witty as well as weird. In the Show Me Justice Film Festival in
Warrensburg in 2014, the films ran the gamut from Seams and Embers, a six-minute Scottish animation
about coal mining, to the full-length sci-fi spoof Destination Planet Negro that spins out from a “secret plan”
by 1930s black leaders to solve “The Negro Problem” by sending all black people to Mars.

Growing a fest

Whether a festival is broad or narrow in focus, the key to making it viable is “to create a recognizable
imprint—something that distinguishes your festival,” said Paul Sturtz.

“We've found that even though documentaries are not as popular as narrative films, there’s also an intense
curiosity about them. If you curate well, audiences respond to nonfiction. In a festival setting, people are

more experimental. They'll take more chances,” he said.

“By focusing on nonfiction we’ve been able to get the very best people in the world to come here. Narrative
feature filmmaking is such a competitive environment that if we had tried to lure stars and directors—to fight
through agents, layers of complexity, the Hollywood apparatus—we would have been in a world of pain.

Lady Jane was designed for Citizen Jane in 2011 by Irina Tevzadze and
constructed together with fellow Columbia artist Ken Leija. The fest
takes a leaf from T/F’s book and adorns the downtown with visual art.

Instead we deal with filmmakers who are close
to the ground and respect what we’ve done.
We can play at the top of our game.”

Festival makers have to experiment, said Paula
Elias. “This year we’'re moving Citizen Jane into
November for the first time to see how it works,”
she said. Because the festival collaborates with
Stephens College, the academic calendar
affects preparation time. “Nobody’s back on
campus until the end of August. Also there’s the
weather. The sweet spot is when it's 40 degrees
at night, 60 during the day. If it's too nice out,
people don’t want to sit in theaters.”

You need invested volunteers, said Mike
Burden. “I have a big team who design ads, go
on the radio, serve as panelists, make food.”
Mike too is a volunteer; his day job is University
of Missouri sustainability coordinator. He and
his wife, Ashley, served in the Peace Corps
from 2006 to 2008 in Mongolia, and got involved
with the festival when they heard a radio ad for
a Mongolian film. They began volunteering, and
Mike took the helm in 2011.

“In 2015 the festival is moving from the campus
to the Missouri Theatre—from 120 seats to
1200!" Mike said. “I don't expect we'll fill it this
first year. But it's a wonderful move. We're lucky
to be where we are—True/False and Citizen
Jane have made Columbia a film-savvy place.”

Patti Ryan told us that the Riverside Short Film & Video Festival started out in a Hermann pie shop “when a
few of us got to talking about new events we could do for the region. Before we knew it we had a committee
of folks from all walks of life who love movies. They are just awesome! Decorating, fund raising, banquet



prep, technical set-up—since we had no movie theater, we had to make our own, on the second floor of
McKittrick Farmers Mercantile, a super fun spot right on the Katy Trail.” Patti and her husband, Jim, run a
multi-media business, and she is the festival's computer person, making the graphics and website,
gathering movies to watch, ordering supplies, and keeping the books.

Most of all, Paul said, you need patience and integrity.
“You need to be prepared to set out on a course of
more than 10 years. You're going to need that to
establish your festival fully. First-time visitors to
True/False will say, ‘Whoa, how did this happen?!’ It's
happened incrementally over a long period of time,”
he said.

“And have integrity in your choices and the way you
treat people. We want to wow everyone who comes
here. As it turns out, by doing the right thing we
market ourselves very effectively.”

Homemade and accessible

“From the get-go,” Paul said, “our intention was to
create an event with international resonance that
would also speak to Missourians. We are very homey,
grassroots, down to earth. That's the core strength

of the festival.

“We have ambitions to speak to the world, to be

a part of the conversation on nonfiction filmmaking
that's happening all over the globe. At the same time
we are extraordinarily rooted in place. There is so
much buy-in and passion in Columbia about this
being a homegrown event. Filmmakers and other
guests immediately notice this attachment and
fervor,” he said.

“As the buzz phrase goes, we're engaging in creative
placemaking. We are accentuating the very best our
town has to offer and giving back to the town at the
same time.”

“We serve the local community,” said Cliff. “We play

Every year True/False adopts a theme that runs through the

a lot of movies that are St. Louis or Missouri based— visual arts installations. For 2013, the theme was “The
made by people who live here or have ties here, Collective Architecture of the Impossible.” Eric Buckham
or that address concerns of the community here.” designed the poster. The 2015 theme is “The Long Now.”

Free or inexpensive admissions and events, made possible by grants and donations, are essential for film
festivals to be accessible to all.

“Our tickets are only $12 and $10—it’s just like going to any movies,” said Cliff. “You can usually just walk
up to the box office unless it's a hugely popular show. There are no hoops to jump through—we’ve worked
hard to eliminate hoops! Yet because we know there are plenty of people who can't afford even that $12
ticket, we have screenings that are totally free. This November we’ll have more than 50. You could go to
multiple programs every day of the festival and not spend any money whatsoever.”



The magic of shared experience

“The bottom line,” said Veronica Elliott Loncar of Kansas City FilmFest, “is that in a world where people
can watch just about any film they want at home, on a big screen TV, on their phone or tablet, film festivals
celebrate both the power of storytelling in movies and the shared experience of watching them together as

on the big screen.” ll‘
“What | like most about 1“
our Third Goal festival,”
said Mike, “is that we bring
people close who might
not have come together
otherwise, to share their
expertise

and their stories.”

“At a film festival,” said
Cliff, “you know that the
people in the seats next
to you share a like
interest. You can turn to
your neighbor and have
a chat about the film.

“There’s something to be
said for getting out of your
bubble and interacting

with other human beinQS!" Lobby of the Missouri Theatre at True/False — photo courtesy of Missouri Division of Tourism
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“Movies tell stories that entertain, educate, and inspire,” said Veronica. “When you combine them with the
experience of watching them together, it strengthens our connections to one another and our communities.”

15 Months of Film Festivals
October 2014-December 2015

Kansas International Film Festival | Kansas City metro

OCTOBER = October 10-16, 2014
= kansasfilm.com = Presented by Kansas City International Film Festival = Since 2001

Venue: Glenwood Arts Theatre, Overland Park, Kansas

Films: Just across the border is an annual showcase of about 70 independent and vintage films. The screenings
range through silent movies played to live music, newly minted prints of 20th-century classics, socially conscious
documentaries, and avant-garde experiments. The event attracts local, regional, national, and international work. For
instance, on opening night in 2014 festival fans can choose among six films including the true-crime documentary Love
and Terror on the Howling Plains of Nowhere, the sci-fi thriller Time Lapse, and “a trippy sleigh-ride through the
subculture of alternative Christmas music” called Jingle Bell Rocks!
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Kansas City Jewish Film Festival | Kansas City metro

OCTOBER = October 11-19, 2014
= kcjff.org = Presented by Jewish Community Center of Greater Kansas City = Since 1998

Venues: Cinetopia 18 and the White Theatre at the Jewish Community Center in Overland Park, Kansas

Films: This festival presents “a week of great films with a Jewish twist....an opportunity to encounter Jewish ideas and
values by creating an open, inviting, and entertaining forum for films that explore issues of culture, identity, and
history.” The 2014 fest is screening eight full-length features and documentaries, mostly international, like The Jewish
Cardinal, a French film based on the true story of Jean-Marie Lustiger, and the Israeli musical comedy Cupcakes.

The Sham Film Festival: Mockery, Spoofs,

and Satire | St. Louis

OCTOBER = October 24, 2014
= shamfilmfestival.com and brownpapertickets.com = Presented by the
Sham Film Festival = Inaugural year 2014
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Venue: Winifred Moore Auditorium at Webster University
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Films: A variety of films from one to 10 minutes long “walk a fine line
between mocking the movies and television shows we love and
playfully ridiculing the aspects of pop culture that drive us crazy.” The
festival issued an open call for fakes and spoofs of all sorts: movie
trailers, commercials, mockumentaries, reality TV shows, public service
announcements, training and instructional videos, music videos— “any
type of short film that is poking fun at someone or something.” The
choicest bits will be shown at an evening hosted by New York-based
comedian and storyteller Graham Eason Nolan.

THE PALM'D OAR
CRAND PRIZE
THE THAM FILM FESTIVAL
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Sham’s trophy for the film that will win the festival’s grand prize : the Palm’d Oar,
spoofing the Palme d’Or (Golden Palm) of the Cannes Film Festival.

Fault Line Film Festival | Cape Girardeau

NOVEMBER = November 19-21, 2014
= semo.edu/entrepreneurship/student-entrepreneurship = A project of Southeast Missouri State University = Since 2010

Venue: Rose Theater, Southeast Missouri State University

Films: Named for the New Madrid Fault that runs through the region, this short-film competition accepts live-action
and animated films from undergraduate and graduate students throughout the state. Students from any field of study,
not just film and TV, are invited to submit narrative and documentary films up to 10 minutes long to earn awards and
cash prizes. The winning entries are shown in two screenings, one for students, one for the community. The festival
takes place during Global Entrepreneurship Week, which is celebrated by more than 140 countries worldwide during
the third week of November. This six-minute video highlights the 2012 festival.

Citizen Jane Film Festival | Columbia

NOVEMBER = November 7-9, 2014
= citizenjanefilmfestival.org = Presented by Citizen Jane Film Institute = Since 2008

Venues: Multiple movie theaters and auditoriums throughout downtown Columbia and on the Stephens College
campus. The 2014 venues are the Missouri Theatre, Ragtag Cinema, Studio A/CAT TV, and Warehouse Theatre,
Charters Auditorium, and Windsor Auditorium at Stephens College.
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Films: “Independent film by independent women”; This festival
hammers at the “celluloid ceiling” that keeps women grossly
underrepresented in creative positions in Hollywood. As a result,
Citizen Jane audiences get to enjoy a dazzling variety of films. Each
year the festival screens between 15 and 20 features in all genres. Six
programs of shorts include “Ms.ouri Made” that celebrates Missouri-
grown filmmakers, “Emerging Voices” for college-age flmmakers, and
“The Secret Lives of Girls” by young women ages 18 and under. The
festival is peppered with filmmaker panels like 2013’s “My Day Job,”
music concerts, and dance parties.

More than the movies: Community volunteers and Stephens College
students transform the walkways between the theaters downtown and
the theaters on the Stephens campus with visual arts inspired by the
festival's theme. For the 2014 festival whose theme is dreams, the path
will become a dream sequence. The Citizen Jane Film School on
Friday night provides free workshops on film techniques and the movie
business. The Citizen Jane Summit the day before the festival brings Where digResiGiTEln -

together industry professionals and advocates from around the country M CITIZEN JANE

to work together on the challenges facing women in film. SUMMIT

Thursday October 3rd

Other programs during the year: In collaboration with Stephens JK
College and Columbia Public Schools, the Citizen Jane Film Institute

runs a summer camp for young women ages 12-17. The Institute STEPHENS S8
presents a free film series along with workshops and filmmaking
artists-in-residence during the academic year at Stephens College. 2013 Summit poster

Whitaker St. Louis International Film Festival | St. Louis

NOVEMBER = November 13-23, 2014
= cinemastlouis.org/about-festival = Presented by Cinema St. Louis = Since 1992

Venues: Multiple movie theaters and auditoriums throughout the St. Louis region. In 2013, these were Plaza
Frontenac Cinema, Tivoli Theatre, Brown Hall and Steinberg Auditorium at Washington University, Winifred Moore
Auditorium at Webster University, KDHX-FM radio, Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis, Saint Louis Art Museum, and
University of Missouri—St. Louis Gallery 210.

Films: The flagship festival of Cinema St. Louis has grown from 25 films in its first year to more than 350 features,
documentaries, and shorts from more than 50 countries. To help festival fans navigate this dizzying array, the website
and the printed program sort the films in several different ways, including country of origin, genre, subject (like Animals,
Small-Town Life, Crime), and categories (like Archival Presentations and Show-Me Cinema). About 40 screenings are
free. More than two dozen Audience Choice, Juried Competitions, and Major Filmmaker awards are presented. One of
the juried competitions is the New Filmmakers Forum for filmmakers making their first feature film. Special events
range from panel discussions and master classes to silent films with live music specially composed and performed by
local musicians. During the festival’s run, the Georgia Frontiere Cinema for Students Program provides free
screenings, often with filmmakers in attendance, to St. Louis-area schools at both the schools and Festival venues.

Other programs throughout the year: Cinema St. Louis presents four other festivals: Classic French Film Festival,
QFest, St. Louis Filmmakers Showcase, and SLIFF/Kids Children’s Film Festival (see individual listings in this
calendar). In conjunction with the Gateway Foundation, Cinema St. Louis presents the annual Cinema at Citygarden.
Every year since 2011, from the last week of May through June, nature-inspired short films by local flmmakers have
screened in a continuous loop on the video wall of the Citygarden sculpture park in downtown St. Louis. The
Citygarden films are also shown at the St. Louis Filmmakers Showcase in July and might be shown at the International
Film Festival. Cinema St. Louis also presents special one-time events and manages the St. Louis edition of the
international 48 Hour Film Project.
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Third Goal International Film Festival | Columbia

LATE JANUARY / EARLY FEBRUARY = January 31, 2015
= morpcv.org/film-festival.html = Presented by Central Missouri Returned Peace Corps Volunteers = Since 2005

Venue: Missouri Theatre

Films: Inthe Peace Corps’ original 1961 mission statement, goal #3 is "helping promote a better understanding of
other peoples on the part of Americans." Each year, this free day-long festival run by Peace Corps volunteers shows
three to five recent features and documentaries that highlight the cultures of the 140 countries where the Corps serves.
Each film followed by a panel of people from the film’s country and Peace Corps volunteers who have served there.
The 2014 fest showed Call Me Kuchu, a documentary about the imperiled LGBT community in Uganda; The Garden of
Steven, a comedy about a small-town missionary in Guatemala, and Mongolian Bling, a documentary about Mongolia’s
buoyant hip-hop scene. The Friday night before the Saturday showings, the festival participates in a CAT Chat about
the craft of filmmaking at the studios of Columbia Access Television.

More than the movies: Between films, festival volunteers treat festivalgoers to informative displays, hands-on
activities, and free finger foods characteristic of their countries.

Panic Fest: Horror & Thriller Film

Festival | Kansas City

LATE JANUARY/EARLY FEBRUARY = 2015

dates TBA (2014 fest was January 31—-February 2)
= panicfilmfest.com = Presented by Screenland Theatres,
DownRight Creepy, and Grundy Entertainment Media =
Since 2013

Venue: Screenland Armour Theatre

Films: Three blood-curdling days and nights showcase
new and vintage films including shorts, with Q&As by
filmmakers. Among the 17 feature-length movies
unspooled in 2014 were the science fiction anime Ghost
in the Shell, the 2013 Israeli horror thriller Big Bad
Wolves, and Joss Whedon'’s space western Serenity. The venue and co-presenter, Screenland Armour Theatre,
combines a bar specializing in craft beers with two intimate theaters, one with 65 standard theater seats, one with 260
seats set up with recliners and couches.

More than the movies: During Panic Fest, the theater’s loft is set up with vintage video games and booths by local
artists, shops, clubs, and conventions that specialize in dark fantasy and artistic terror.

Other programs during the year: Panic Fest partners with Screenland Armour to host similarly themed events, such
as Shocktober, their October-long screening of classic horror movies. This October 29, director Eduardo Sanchez will
helm a double feature of his pathbreaking The Blair Witch Project and the local premiere of his new film Exists.

Kansas City Japanese Film Festival | Kansas City

FEBRUARY = 2015 date TBA (2014 fest was February 9)
= heartlandjetaa.org and japanfilmfest.heartlandjetaa.org = Presented by Heartland JET Alumni Association = Since 2011

Venue: Alamo Drafthouse Cinema Mainstreet

Films: The regional chapter of the international JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching Program) alumni association
founded the festival in 2011 as a fundraiser to help schools and families rebuild from the devastation caused by the
Tohoku earthquake and tsunami. The annual day-long festival continues this charitable purpose by showing a variety
of Japanese movies seldom seen on the big screen in the U.S. The 2014 fest featured two live-action films, Kinji
Fukasaku’s Orwellian Battle Royale and Akira Kurosawa'’s bittersweet lkuru , and two animes, Satoshi Kon'’s surreal
thriller Perfect Blue and Hayao Miyazaki's fantasy adventure Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind.
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Other programs during the year: Heartland JETAA periodically hosts other film events. On October 11, 2014, the
organization is co-sponsoring Tohoku Tomo, a documentary about how volunteers from throughout the world came to
Japan to help recovery, at the GKC Japan Festival at Johnson Community College. On October 26, the organization is
sponsoring a benefit screening at the Alamo Drafthouse, of The Taylor Anderson Story, a documentary about the
American JET teacher who died in the tsunami.

True/False Film Fest | Columbia

MARCH = March 5-8, 2015
= truefalse.org = A project of Ragtag Programming for Film and Media Art, which also operates Ragtag Cinema, a 365-day
art house theater = Since 2004

Venues: Multiple locations in and around downtown Columbia. The 2015 films will be screened at Ragtag Cinema,
Missouri Theatre Center for the Arts, Blue Note music venue, First Presbyterian Church, Missouri United Methodist
Church, the ballroom of the 1928 Tiger Hotel, the temple of the Odd Fellows Lodge, and Bush Auditorium, Keller
Auditorium, and Rhynsburger Theatre on the University of Missouri campus.

Films: True/False (T/F) is 99.99% devoted to nonfiction. More than 70 full-length films and shorts are mixed with
workshops, works-in-progress seminars, conversations, and panel discussions. The only fiction in the festival is within
the Neither/Nor series, presented by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (the Oscars® people), that
explores “chimeric cinema” containing elements of both fiction and nonfiction. To sample the many flavors of nonfiction
cinema, check out this archive page on the T/F website where you can watch more than 100 films that have been
screened at past T/F fests.

More than the movies: T/F kicks off on Thursday with The Jubilee masquerade gala. On Friday, the festival takes
over the streets of downtown Columbia with the morning True Life Run (“a mad dash offering a handful of eclectic
adventures along the way”) and the evening March March parade, which is open to anyone who wants to join in. Visual
art and music are everywhere, with concerts at local clubs and cafés, street-musician performances before every
screening, and art displays at the movie venues and outdoor public spaces around downtown. Free walk-up movies
are projected on an outside wall of the Missouri United Methodist Church. At the Gimme Truth game show, local
filmmakers try to stump judges and contestants with two-minute documentary-style videos that are either real or fake.
The True Life Fund is collected each year for the real-life subjects of a new nonfiction film in acknowledgement that
“documentary filmmakers and festivals thrive because of the stories given to us by people often of limited means.”

Other programs during the year: Activities for students include classroom visits by filmmakers and the T/F team as
well as the yearlong T/F Academy for highschoolers. The T/F SWAMI program provides in-depth mentoring for first-
time filmmakers. The Boone Dawdle in mid-August is a leisurely bicycle ride from downtown Columbia along the MKT
and Katie Trails. Surprise performances pop up along the way before the ride culminates in a picnic and an outdoor
movie at Les Bourgeois Vineyards in Rocheport.

African Film Festival

| St. Louis

MARCH = 2015 dates TBA (2014 fest

was March 28-30)
= wupa.wustl.edu/africanfilm = Presented by
Washington University = Since 2006

Venue: Brown Hall at Washington
. University
african N e
° ° (i) Py .. Films: A project underpinned by
film festlval

African-American Studies Program, the

Washington University’s African and
Friday, March 28- Sunday, March 30, 2014

free admission - brown hall « room 100

free weekend festival brings the latest in
award-winning features and shorts from
Africa. The showings are Friday, Saturday,
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and Sunday evenings plus a Saturday youth matinee. Directors from some of the films are on hand for post-film Q&A.
Among the films in the 2014 festival were Aya of Yop City, a full-length animated feature that celebrates pop culture on
the Ivory Coast in the ‘70s, and Tey, about a Senegalese man who returns home from the U.S. to spend his last day on
earth with his friends and family.

E. Desmond Lee Africa World Documentary Film Festival | St. Louis

MARCH/APRIL in Missouri = 2015 dates TBA (2014 fest in was March 31-April 4 and April 24-27
= africaworldfilmfestival.com = Sponsored by the E. Desmond Lee Professorship in African/African-American Studies,
International Studies and Programs at the University of Missouri—St. Louis = Since 2007

Venues: Multiple worldwide. Missouri locations in 2014 were the Missouri History Museum and Saint Louis University.

Films: This festival goes on the road not only in Missouri but worldwide. Every year, the festival chooses about 30
films from more than 300 submissions from around the globe. The 2014 edition ran from March 6 through October 5
with international stops in Barbados, Cameroon, Jamaica, Nigeria, South Africa, and the United Kingdom. The festival
promotes the life and culture of the people of Africa through documentary filmmaking. The 2014 films were as varied as
the 13-minute Finding Home, which follows a refugee family from Somalia through their first two months in the U.S.,

to the full-length True Somebody: The African Soccer Dream, a portrait of four soccer stars during a prestigious
tournament in Ghana.

Show Me Justice Film Festival | Warrensburg

APRIL = April 9-10, 2015
= ucmo.edu/filmfest = Presented by University of Central Missouri = Since 2010

Venue: Hendricks Hall, University of Central Missouri

Films: The festival presents films from around the world “powerful
enough to make audience members think about how they themselves
can create change, how they can inspire others, and how they can
enhance the life experiences of members of their community.” Show
Me Justice invites narrative features and short animated, experimental,
narrative, and documentary films. Roundtables and workshops
accompany the screenings. Films not only explore obvious social
justice issues like racism, sexism, and poverty, but also interpret the
festival's theme “broadly and imaginatively.” For instance, the 2014
edition included the animated short Phil the Phoenix, inspired by the
filmmaker’s own experiences dealing with Tourette’s Syndrome, about
a boy who at random moments turns into a phoenix and explodes.

Riverside Short Film & Video Festival | Hermann / McKittrick

APRIL = April 10-11, 2015
= rsfvfestival.com = Coordinated by Grinning Bear Studios LLC = Since 2013

Venue: McKittrick Farmers Mercantile

Films: Spotlighting only films up to 20 minutes long, this new event in Missouri’s wine country screens short films from
around the world. The 2013 and 2014 festivals have each featured more than a dozen films. Anyone can submit an
entry for free. The 2015 fest will focus on the genres of comedy, drama, and sci-fi/horror. The festival venue, McKittrick
Farmers Mercantile, is a restored 1897 two-story brick general store and meeting place in the tiny town of McKittrick on
the Katy Trail a few minutes from Hermann. The assembly hall upstairs becomes the festival’'s movie theater.

More than the movies: The Saturday slate of films in 2015 will be bracketed by two parties: a trivia night on Friday,
held at the Hermann VFW Hall, and an awards banquet/costume gala at McKittrick Mercantile on Saturday evening.
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Kansas City FilmFest | Kansas City

APRIL = April 15-19, 2015
= kcfilmfest.org = Presented by the Kansas City Filmmakers Jubilee = Since 1997

Venues: Alamo Drafthouse Cinema Mainstreet and Cinemark Palace on the Plaza (2014)

Films: Today’s Kansas City FilmFest is the result of the fusion in 2008 of two festivals: the Kansas City Filmmakers
Jubilee, which concentrated on local work, and FilmFest KC, which focused especially on international feature films.
The Kansas City FilmFest presents the best of both worlds, with more than 100 local, regional, national and
international films. Shorts are
collected in themes such as
Family, the Heartland, Comedy
and more. The winning films
from the annual Reel Spirit
Young Filmmaker Showcase
are shown on the big screen.
Master classes are taught by
accomplished artists and
filmmakers such as Academy
Award-nominated animator
Bill Plympton. In the Women
Making Movies festival event,
film professionals share their
work and experiences through
screenings, seminars, and
panel discussions. Sample the
The fest goddess riffs off one of the city’s fountains, Wheeler Williams’ Muse of the Missouri. fest in this one-minute trailer.

Other programs during the year: Kansas City FilmFest partners with Kansas City Women in Film & Television for

an annual short screenplay competition whose winning entries are given a staged reading during the festival. The fest's
youth division, Reel Spirit, holds the annual Reel Spirit Young Filmmaker Showcase competition, which is open to any
Midwestern filmmaker in grades 2-12, as well as a three-day summer camp for grades 3-6 in partnership with the
University of Missouri—Kansas City. The Kansas City Kids FilmFest is a one-day showcase, held at the Plaza branch

of the Kansas City Public Library, of family-friendly films with special filmmaking guests and interactive workshops.

Ink’s Middle of the Map Fest | Kansas City

APRIL = 2015 dates TBA (2014's film component was April 16-20)
= middleofthemapfest.com = Presented by Ink magazine and curated by The Record Machine = Since 2013 (films)

Venue: Alamo Drafthouse Cinema Mainstreet

Films: The film fest is the final week of a multiphase three-week festival that “curates and cultivates the unique arts
and creative culture of the Midwest, bringing together a sense of community in local and national talent in an annual
festival featuring music, forum and film.” Middle of the Map started in 2011 as a music festival with established and
emerging local and national artists. In 2013, the fest added films plus a forum on art, tech, and culture. The film com-
ponent has grown quickly: the 2014 fest screened more than 25 features, documentaries, shorts, and music videos.

QFest | St. Louis

APRIL/MAY = 2015 dates TBA (2014 fest was April 27—May 1)
= cinemastlouis.org/gfest = Presented by Cinema St. Louis = Since 2008

Venue: Tivoli Theatre (2014)

Films: QFest “uses the art of contemporary gay cinema to spotlight the lives of LGBTQ people and celebrate queer
culture” via about a dozen features, documentaries, and shorts. Some screenings are followed by discussions lead by
artists and activists. 2014 ranged from To Be Takei, a portrait of TV star and Facebook sage George Takei, to the
French thriller Stranger by the Lake.
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St. Louis Jewish Film Festival

| St. Louis

JUNE = June 7-11, 2015
= stljewishfilmfestival.org = Presented by the Cultural Arts
Department, Jewish Community Center = Since 1996

FILM FESTIVAL

Venue: Landmark Plaza Frontenac Cinema

Films: The nearly 20 films in this five-day festival represent
“national and international cinema that explore universal issues
through traditional Jewish values, opposing viewpoints, and new
perspectives.” The features, documentaries, and shorts in the
2014 edition ranged from When Day Breaks, a Serbian drama

19¢ finnual $t. Louis Jewish Film Festival

Landmark Plaza frontenac (inema - ((layton Rd and Lindbergh)

E about an elderly music professor who becomes determined to
= complete the composition his father wrote in the concentration
% g‘ camp where he died, to Marvin Hamlisch: What | Did for Love,
g :;_ an American documentary about the Pulitzer Prize-winning

-;_ = composer of A Chorus Line.

= - -]

% = Other programs during the year: The festival's Short Film

= 2 Competition is open to professional and amateur flmmakers as

well as students starting in 6th grade. The winning films are
screened at the festival. There are special screenings at the Jewish Community Center, such as an event this past July
that paired Joe Papp in Five Acts, a documentary about the founder of the New York Shakespeare Festival, with
Gefilte Fish, a half-hour feature about the friendship between the contentious and ultimately tender relationship
between an old Russian Jewish widow and a young African-American man.

Classic French Film Festival

| St. Louis
JUNE = 2015 dates TBA (2014 fest was

June 13-29)

= cinemastlouis.org/classic-french-film-festival =
Presented by Cinema St. Louis and co-presenters,
which in 2014 were the Webster University Film
Series and the Saint Louis Art Museum = Since 2009

Venues: Saint Louis Art Museum and Winifred
Moore Auditorium at Webster University (2014)

Films: This festival “celebrates St. Louis’ Gallic
heritage and France’s cinematic legacy.” Each
year’'s dozen or so films all have a vintage flair,
spanning the 1920s to the 1980s. The films include

significant restorations such as newly struck 35
mm prints. Recently the fest has explored France’s The Man With the Rubber Head by Georges Mélies, 2012 Classic French
Film Festival — photo courtesy of Missouri Division of Tourism

contribution to silent movies, starting at the 2012
event with a program of shorts by Georges Méliés accompanied by live original music by the local Rats & People
Motion Picture Orchestra. All films with sound are in French with English subtitles.

OUT HERE NOW: Kansas City LGBT Film Festival | Kansas City

JUNE/JULY = June 25-July 2, 2015
= outherenow.com = Presented by Kansas City LGBT Film Festival = Since 1999

Venue: Tivoli Cinemas in Westport
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Films: Kansas City’s oldest community
film program presents independent films,
including world premieres, at the city’s
oldest independent movie theater. Each
year’s slate of about two dozen features,
documentaries, and shorts showcases
everything from documentaries and
dramas to musical comedies and murder
mysteries. One of the festival's aims is to
stimulate social change, and since 2007,
the festival has partnered with the City's
Human Rights Commission’s Task Force
on Gay and Lesbian Issues for films and
discussions that focus on social issues.

Other programs during the year:
The festival presents special events and
screenings at the Tivoli Cinemas and the

University of Missouri-Kansas City Student ’
Union Theater. OUT HERE NOW’s Family Day at the Park, Loose Park, May 31, 2014

S 4 A N 4

St. Louis Filmmakers Showcase

| St. Louis

JULY = 2015 dates TBA (2014 fest was July 13-17)
= cinemastlouis.org/st-louis-filmmakers-showcase * Presented by Cinema
St. Louis = Since 2001

Venue: Tivoli Theatre (2014)

T ANNUAL Films: This festival stars local talent and the St. Louis region itself. Films
are written, directed, edited, or produced by people who currently live in
the metro area or who are St. Louis natives. Films with other strong local
ties are also on the menu. There are feature films and documentaries plus
nearly 100 shorts shown both with the full-length films and grouped into
programs with themes like Comedy, Expatriate, and Music Videos. In
2014, documentaries created by St. Louis Public School students played
during the Showcase in a free special event created by Cinema St. Louis,
the Pentimento-St. Louis Story Mapping Project, and the Midwest Center
for Media Literacy.

WHITAKER

JULY 7-12 - 2012 - TIVOLI THEATRE - WWW.CINEMASTLOUIS.0RG

2012 poster by Carlos Zamora

SLIFF/Kids Children’s Film Festival | St. Louis

AUGUST = 2015 dates TBA (2014 fest was August 1-10)
= cinemastlouis.org/sliffkids-childrens-film-festival = Presented by Cinema St. Louis = Since 2013

Venues: COCA (Center of Creative Arts), Lindenwood University, Saint Louis Art Museum, St. Louis Public Library’s
Central Library, Webster University, Wildey Theatre in Edwardsville, Illinois (2014)

Films: The programs are pitched for ages 6-16 but appeal as well to older teens and adults. The festival comprises
more than a dozen international and American animated and live action features and shorts. The 2014 offerings
ranged from the German Windstorm, about a teen’s friendship with a wild stallion, to a behind-the-scenes show with
film clips and in-person Q&A by Shawn Krause, a 20-year veteran of Pixar Animation Studios. Intensive workshops
and free filmmaking camps in live action and animation take place during the festival and the weeks immediately
before and afterwards.
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St. Louis Black Film Festival | St. Louis

SEPTEMBER = 2015 dates TBA (2014 fest was September 6-14)
= Facebook Page = Presented by St. Louis Black Film Festival = Since 2011

Venue: MX Theater

Films: The festival looks for films that were created by independent African-American filmmakers, feature an African
or African-American as a central character, or explore African, African-American, or African Diaspora subjects. The
2014 festival showed nearly two dozen music videos, short features and documentaries, animated shorts, and full-
length films from local and national filmmakers, such as the documentary Changing Face of Harlem, shot over a period
of 10 years by award-winning New York producer Shawn Batey, and the romantic comedy Black Coffee by self-taught
Chicago director Mark Harris.

Latin American Cinema Festival of Kansas City | Kansas City metro

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER = 2015 dates TBA (2014 was September 6—October 4)
= sociedadhidalgo.org/cinema_festival.php * Presented by Sociedad Hidalgo = Since 1992

Venue: Rio Theatre, Overland Park, Kansas

Films: A different film is shown every Saturday for five weeks that correlate with National Hispanic Heritage Month
(celebrated each year September 15—October 15). The full-length features and documentaries are new films from
Spanish-speaking countries around the globe. For instance, the 2014 festival included Fermin, Las Glorias del Tango
(Tango Glories) from Argentina, about a psychiatric patient who can only express himself through phrases of tango
songs, and Princesas Rojas (Red Princesses), about two young sisters caught in the Nicaraguan Revolution.
Princesas Rojas is the first feature film by Costa Rican director Laura Astorga, who attended the October 4 showing.

MX Independent Film Festival | St. Louis

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER = 2015 dates TBA (2014 was September 26—October 4)
= mxfilmfest.com = Presented by MX Movies = Inaugural year 2014

Venue: MX Movies

Films: MX Movies, a three-screen dine-in theater that opened in downtown St. Louis in 2013, presented their first
“showcase of our love for indy films and local filmmakers featuring free screenings and special events including an
awards ceremony. Taking a minimalist approach we collect no submission fees and the majority of our festival events
are free.” The October events are the Emerging Filmmakers Showcase on the 1st, the feature-length comedy Wet Hot
American Summer on the 2nd, the Filmmaker Mixer and Premium Showcase on the 3rd, and the awards ceremony on
the 4th. Get a taste of this festival in its one-minute trailer.

The Sham Film Festival: Mockery, Spoofs, and Satire | St. Louis

OCTOBER = 2015 dates TBA
= shamfilmfestival.com

Kansas International Film Festival | Kansas City metro

OCTOBER = 2015 dates TBA
= kansasfilm.com

Kansas City Jewish Film Festival | Kansas City metro
OCTOBER = 2015 dates TBA
= kcjff.org


https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Louis-Black-Film-Festival/179694092087006�
http://www.sociedadhidalgo.org/cinema_festival.php�
http://mxfilmfest.com/�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1V-zDsWyDso#t=23�
http://shamfilmfestival.com/�
http://www.kansasfilm.com/�
http://www.jcckc.org/index.php?src=gendocs&ref=JewishFilmFestival&category=cultural_arts�

Fault Line Film Festival | Cape Girardeau

NOVEMBER = 2015 dates TBA
= semo.edu/entrepreneurship/student-entrepreneurship

Citizen Jane Film Festival | Columbia

NOVEMBER = 2015 dates TBA
= citizenjanefilmfestival.org

Whitaker St. Louis International Film Festival | St. Louis

NOVEMBER = 2015 dates TBA
= cinemastlouis.org/about-festival

Other special film events in Missouri

FilmFest 4-H, 4h.missouri.edu/go/events/filmfest — Every year since 2011, Missouri 4-H and the University of Missouri
Extension have invited filmmakers ages 11-18 to immerse themselves in a four-day interactive festival. Professional
industry experts run hands-on workshops and mentoring sessions on film techniques and business practices. The
2015 fest is slated for June 14-17 in St. Louis, but Bradd Anderson, state 4-H and communication specialist at the
University of Missouri Extension, says that “it will also return to Branson someday, and we look forward to eventually
holding it in Kansas City as well.” On the website, you can watch the top-prize films created by participants in the past
few festivals. A three-minute video about the 2014 fest this past August encapsulates the experience.

48 Hour Film Project, 48hourfilm.com — Filmmakers hit the streets for a double all-nighter to see who can make the
best short film in just 48 hours. On the first night, makers are assigned a film genre and a character, prop, and line of
dialogue that must be used. Since the concept was first tried in 2001 by a band of Washington, D.C. filmmakers, the
project has spread across the globe. This year, more than 60,000 people in more than 120 cities on six continents are
making short films that show in their local cities and vie for the international title of "Best 48 Hour Film of 2014.”
Missouri cities participating in 2014 are St. Louis (administered by Cinema St. Louis) and Kansas City.

SATOA48, sato48.com and Facebook - 4 s i clg » .
Page — This event has been an annual WWW.SATO48.CcOM cil S

spring tradition in Springfield since
2006. SATO48 challenges filmmakers SPRINGFIELD AND
from Springfield And The Ozarks THE OZARKS
(hence SATO) to create a five-minute
film during a single weekend. None of
the teams know what their film must be
about until they all gather at the kickoff
ceremony to open the “Inspiration
Package” secret envelope that contains
their film criteria. The films are
screened at local venues such as the
Gillioz Theatre and the Moxie Cinema.
(For a Q&A with co-founders Jeff
Clinkenbeard and Kyaw Haw Hia, see
our November/December 2011 story,
Amazing Arts Jobs.)

| FILM CHALLENGE

A filmmaking crew from SATO48 in 2014

MSSU International Film Festival, mssu.edu/international-studies/film-festival — Many Missouri colleges and
universities run film series. At Missouri Southern State University in Joplin, the films shown in the fall are part of a
larger picture: internationally themed semesters that bring the world to every student at the university. Each year since
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1997 the fall semester has focused on a different country or continent. More than 60 correlated events include art
exhibitions, concerts, meals, hands-on craft workshops—and films. The 2014 semester is Turkey, and from September
9 through November 18, the university will show eight Turkish comedies and dramas made from 1982 to 2007.

Imports and pop-ups — Our article has focused on made-in-Missouri festivals. But movie line-ups created elsewhere
that tour into the state also enrich the cinema scene for Missouri audiences. There are also one-time events and film
components of mixed-art festivals. Here are highlights from 2014:

= Italian Film Festival USA — The local premieres of 15 full-length Italian dramas, comedies, and documentaries. In
2014, the fest played in St. Louis (where it is hosted every year by Washington University) on April 5-25 and in Kansas
City at the Kemper Museum of Art on April 25-27.

= New Belgium Brewing Company’s Clips Film & Beer Tour — Short films created by fans. All the proceeds of beer
sales at each fest benefit a local nonprofit. BikeWalkKC presented the fest in Theiss Park on May 22, 2014, as a free
admission family-friendly event.

= KC Fringe — Films are routinely a part of this adventurous annual arts festival. The 2014 fest on July 17-27 included
screenings by the Independent Filmmakers Coalition of Kansas City, Kansas City FilmFest's Reel Spirit Young
Filmmakers Showcase, and others.

= Internet Cat Video Festival — A runaway international hit created by the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis in 2012. It
was presented for the first time in Missouri on July 18-19, 2014 by the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis.

= Wild and Scenic Film Festival — Environmental and adventure film fest held annually in Nevada City, California. The
touring reel of each year’s films created for nonprofit groups was presented in Columbia on February 9 for Missouri
River Relief and on September 6 in Kansas City for the Central Plains Chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council.

= Bike Shorts: Film and Art About Bikes — Mini-documentaries featuring St. Louis bike commuters of note plus locally
renowned artists and entrepreneurs discussing their bike-themed work. This one-time event was presented on August
20 by Trailnet, a walking/bicycling/public transit nonprofit.

= Gadabout Traveling Film Festival — Founded in 2002 to curate and showcase independent short films “by DIY
filmmakers” and take them around the country to non-film settings like basements, music venues, warehouses, and
parking lots. The fest came to St. Louis on September 14 at the Melt bar/eatery/concert venue and to Kansas City on
the 16th at the Vacant Farm art gallery.

All photos and graphics are courtesy of the festivals featured unless otherwise indicated.

Shining a Klieg Light on Missouri Film Fests was created in October 2014 for the Missouri Arts Council, a state agency and
division of the Department of Economic Development. The Missouri Arts Council provides grants to nonprofit organizations
that meet our strategic goals of increasing participation in the arts in Missouri, growing Missouri’'s economy using the arts, and
strengthening Missouri education through the arts. For information, contact moarts@ded.mo.gov.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.
Please feel free to share and distribute. Attribution: Courtesy of the Missouri Arts Council, a state agency.

Connect with us!

Like us on Facebook for fun with the arts all over Missouri.
Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter, Art Starts Here, for updates and tips on the arts industry.

Explore our website, missouriartscouncil.org, for grants information and cultural resources.
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